
Bias and parochialism in news reporting

Introduction
Manchester United played a match again Liverpool FC on Sunday March 21st 2010. The score was 2-1 to 
Manchester United, one of whose goals was a penalty. Reproduced here are the match reports from 
official websites of the two teams and local newspapers from each of the cities where the teams play.
The two match reports from the team websites focus entirely on the penalty that led to Manchester 
United’s goal. In contrast a neutral report, in this case taken from The Guardian website, makes little of it. 
Confirmation bias is clear in both the club reports, for example in their discussion of, in Liverpool’s case, 
whether the penalty was actually a penalty, and in Manchester United’s case, why a red card wasn’t 
given for the tackle.



Article from Manchester United’s website
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We just never give in
21/03/2010 16:49, Report by Ben Hibbs

United’s fighting spirit and ability to remain calm and overturn a deficit won the Reds the 
match against Liverpool, according to Sir Alex Ferguson.

The United manager said his players reacted very well after going a goal down to Fernando Torres’ 
opener after five minutes. The Reds regrouped a saw out what Sir Alex described as “an intense match”.
”In these intense matches you just want to win them,” he said. “At this stage of the season, winning is 
the name of the game. We’ve been very consistent in the last two or three months. For periods today we 
played well, and in other periods we had to dig in and concentrate.
”It’s always difficult to lose a goal and come back and win. I was disappointed with Torres’ goal, he was 
unmarked. We didn’t defend it well. But we recovered from it and that is the important thing. It’s a great 
quality that Manchester United have, and it’s that quality that won us the game.”
Liverpool had their own complaints about the foul from Javier Mascherano on Antonio Valencia that led 
to the penalty for Wayne Rooney’s equaliser. But Sir Alex feels Liverpool’s Argentinian midfielder was 
lucky to remain on the field, instead only picking up a yellow card.
”I thought that with the penalty incident, it should have been a red card [for Mascherano]. There was no 
chance that Jamie Carragher could have got across because Valencia was too quick for him. Absolutely 
no way. OK we got the penalty but if you stop a player from having a goalscoring opportunity it’s a red 
card. Not today it wasn’t. Mascherano tugged him outside the area, but didn’t bring him down, it was 
only when Valencia got into the box he brought him down. So it was the right decision [to give a 
penalty].”

Rooney saw his initial spot-kick saved, but reacted quickly to steer home the rebound. ”Wayne said to 
me that he had changed his mind and gone the other way with his penalty. I said, ‘never change your 
mind’. But he got the rebound and it’s still a goal.”

Torres fluffed a chance to level for Liverpool late on, and Sir Alex was relieved the Spaniard missed as a 
draw would have been a result they did not deserve. “A draw would have flattered them, but in these 
games I don’t think they would have been bothered about being flattered. It would have been important 
for them, to help them get fourth place and perhaps helping to stop us winning the league. I don’t think 
they would have been bothered by scoring at any time.”
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Article from the Manchester Evening News
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/sport/football/manchester_united/s/
1201144_park_takes_a_bow

Park takes a bow
Stuart Mathieson (March 22, 2010)

Match winner Ji-sung Park's bravery and versatility was hailed by Manchester United boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson. The Korean is Fergie's tactical ace up his sleeve and now he has added a goal threat to his 
weaponry. Strikes for the £4m midfielder against Arsenal, AC Milan and now Liverpool have been a 
bonus for the Reds boss.

"Today we found another role for him that was slightly different. But he is so important for us. He is 
such a brave little lad that his courage got him his goal today," said Fergie.

Fergie also had praise for United's never-say-die spirit that enabled them to overcome the shock of 
Liverpool's fifth minute lead. "It is always difficult to lose a goal and come back and win. It is a great 
quality to have. That quality won us the game again today," he added.

"I was disappointed with the early goal. He (Torres) was unmarked. We did not defend it well. But we 
recovered from it. That was the important thing.

"A game like that is always going to be feisty. Both teams have their pride and history. I didn't think it 
got to a serious point at any stage.

"A draw would have flattered Liverpool but I don't think they would have bothered about that. A point 
would have been helped them get near the top four and might have been enough to stop us winning the 
league."

Penalty 

Ferguson praised referee Howard Webb for awarding the penalty that helped bring United's 10th 
minute equaliser but took a swipe at the official for not sending off Javier Mascherano for the foul on 
Antonio Valencia.

"I thought it was a red card. There was no way Carragher could get across and stop Valencia from 
shooting. He is too quick for Carragher to get across," he said.

"You have seen it time and time again. The law is if you stop someone from having a goalscoring 
opportunity it is a red card. Not today. But the referee was right to award the kick. He tugged him. He 
was right through on goal. He didn't bring him down outside the box. He didn't go down until he was 
inside the box. The decision was correct."

Sure shot Wayne Rooney, however, missed the spot-kick before following up to score his 33rd of the 
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season.

"Wayne said he changed his mind. You should never do that. He was going to go the other way. He got 
the rebound and it was still a goal," said Ferguson.

The title race remains as tight as ever though Chelsea were held to a surprise 1-1 draw at Blackburn.

"No-one is going away. We are all knocking on doors," added Sir Alex.

Darren Fletcher scooped the TV man-of-the-match awards and the United boss pointed out the 
importance of the Scot, saying: "He covers every inch of the ground."



Article from the Liverpool Echo
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/liverpool-
fc-boss-rafa-benitez-rues-controversial-penalty-100252-26081762/

Liverpool FC boss Rafa Benitez rues controversial 
penalty
Mar 22 2010 Liverpool Echo 

RAFA BENITEZ was left cursing the controversial penalty which helped consign Liverpool to a 2-1 
defeat at the hands of arch rivals Manchester United at Old Trafford.
The Reds boss was incensed by referee Howard Webb’s decision to point to the spot after Antonio 
Valencia went down under a challenge from Javier Mascherano.
Television replays showed the infringement started outside the box but Wayne Rooney stepped up to 
score at the second attempt after Pepe Reina had parried his initial spot-kick.
It handed United an equaliser they scarcely deserved after Fernando Torres’ early header and Ji-Sung 
Park settled the contest when he nodded home on the hour.
“We scored a good goal and we were playing well with confidence, but one situation changed 
everything,” Benitez said.
“From the bench I was asking the TV people and they said it was inside (the box). But watching the 
replay I have a lot of doubts.
“I’ve seen three replays and how he (Valencia) went to ground was very suspicious.
“It’s not clear because there is contact but the way he fell down was strange.
“It’s disappointing but you cannot change things. Sometimes these things go your way, but this year 
more than we expected has gone against us.”
Benitez, who was involved in an angry confrontation with Alex Ferguson on the touchline, dismissed 
the United manager’s claim that Mascherano should have been sent off.
Liverpool were on the wrong end of a stream of bewildering decisions by Webb, but Benitez rejected the 
idea that Ferguson’s pre-match talk about Liverpool receiving preferential treatment from the Football 
Association may have influenced the official.
“If he give a penalty then it’s a yellow card – it wasn’t a red card because Carra was coming inside,” 
Benitez insisted.
“He (Ferguson) has his own opinion about everything and we were just expressing our different 
opinions. We were just talking about one situation on which we didn’t agree.
“We know the influence of Sir Alex but the referees are professional. Some of Webb’s decisions in the 
past haven’t been the best for us but he is still a very good referee.”
Weekend wins for Tottenham and Manchester City piled the misery on the Reds, who with seven games 
to play face an uphill battle to qualify for the Champions League.

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/liverpool-fc-boss-rafa-benitez-rues-controversial-penalty-100252-26081762/
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/liverpool-fc-boss-rafa-benitez-rues-controversial-penalty-100252-26081762/
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/liverpool-fc-boss-rafa-benitez-rues-controversial-penalty-100252-26081762/
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/liverpool-fc-boss-rafa-benitez-rues-controversial-penalty-100252-26081762/
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-news/2010/03/22/


They are now sixth – four points adrift of fourth placed Spurs who have a game in hand – but Benitez is 
refusing to give up the fight.
“We cannot change anything so we have to move forward and keep going,” he said. “It depends on 
other teams and if they lose some games.
“We just have to be focused on the next game. We have to get three points and see what happens.
“I think if we can win all our games we will be there until the end.
“Clearly now it will be more difficult but we have to keep pushing. As a manager you have to believe.”
Left-back Emiliano Insua endured a tough afternoon with the build-up to both United goals starting on 
the right flank, but Benitez refused to blame the young defender.
He added: “We have to stop crosses if we can but we also have to be aware of people getting into the 
box.
“As a team we have to take care of these situations. We have to share the responsibility.
“We can also talk about, can we and should we create more?
“It was a tight game but we had good chances for Fernando and Yossi near the end. It’s disappointing 
because they didn’t create too much.
“It was a close game and in these games the little things can make the difference.”



Article from the Liverpool FC website
http://www.liverpoolfc.tv/news/latest-news/rafa-s-united-verdict

Rafa's United verdict
21st Mar 2010 - Latest News 

Rafa Benitez couldn't hide his frustration after a harsh penalty decision turned the game in Manchester 
United's favour at Old Trafford.
Liverpool were leading 1-0 after a superb headed goal from Fernando Torres but United hit back when 
Antonio Valencia went to ground in the penalty area after a challenge seemingly outside the box from 
Javier Mascherano.
Despite seeing his first effort saved, Wayne Rooney fired home the rebound and they took the three 
points when Ji-Sung Park made it 2-1 on the hour mark.
Torres almost claimed a point for the Reds in the closing stages but he mis-kicked when presented with 
a clear opening.
"It was a tight game and very close and we had a really good chance at the end for Fernando and Yossi," 
Benitez told his post-match press conference.
"We are disappointed. We didn't create too many chances but I felt we were always dangerous and in 
these games small details can make a big difference.
"We made a great start and Fernando scored a very good goal but I felt we conceded too early. The 
penalty was the turning point for them and it made a big difference.
"We were playing well and we had confidence and one situation changed everything. We are 
disappointed but you cannot change these things. Sometimes they go your way but this season more 
than we expected things have gone against us.
"From the bench I asked the TV people who told me the challenge was inside the box so it was a penalty. 
Watching the replay myself there is a lot of doubt in my mind. It's not clear as there was some contact 
outside the box but it was disappointing."
Benitez was also quizzed about Torres losing his temper during the first half when he was shown a 
yellow card.
The boss added: "We were talking at half-time with him. It's not easy when you are a player on the pitch 
fighting, and decisions you don't understand happen. He was focused again in the second half and he 
was okay."
Asked where this result leaves Liverpool's chances of a top-four finish, Benitez said: "We have to keep 
going. It depends on the other teams if they lose some games but we have to be focused now on the next 
one.
"We have to get three points against Sunderland and then we will see. If we can win our remaining 
games we will be there fighting until the end.
"As a manager you have to believe. Now it will be more difficult but we have to keep pushing and have 
the belief we can do it."
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Article from The Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/blog/2010/mar/22/liverpool-rafael-benitez-tactics

Rafael Benítez fudged the challenge against Manchester 
United
The Liverpool manager had to gamble against Manchester United and instead his teamsheet was a white flag
The Liverpool manager, Rafael Benítez, paid the price for playing safe at Old Trafford. Photograph: 
Michael Regan/Getty Images
There are moments when all football managers must speculate to accumulate – and not just in the 
transfer market. With Tottenham Hotspur and Manchester City intensifying their pursuit of fourth place, 
the time had arrived for Rafael Benítez to go for broke yesterday. In driving parlance Liverpool were 
approaching a dangerous corner and their manager needed to demand that they daringly risk 
accelerating hard into it, thereby gaining the momentum to overtake a queue of Champions League 
rivals on the home straight.
The price of balking at such a gamble could be not just the loss of a disillusioned Fernando Torres to 
Manchester City, Chelsea or – worst of all – Manchester United but a failure to find an investor willing to 
cough up the £100m Liverpool desperately require if the Royal Bank of Scotland is to be pacified this 
summer. Playing hardball with the Rhône Group is all very well but only so long as such potential 
partners retain the belief this is a club worth buying into.
The stakes could not have been higher yet the biggest indictment of Benítez is that he fudged the 
challenge. The Spaniard's team-sheet at Old Trafford might have been printed on a white flag. Although 
technically extremely adroit Liverpool looked a side configured to nick a draw; had this had been a 
Sunday afternoon drive, their players would have remained in light-footed, strict fuel-conservation 
mode throughout.
True, Torres was supported by Steven Gerrard in a withdrawn striking role but, behind that pair, the 
central midfield double act of Javier Mascherano and Lucas seemed most unlikely to make many, if any, 
late dashes into United's box. Granted, out on the flanks, the industrious Dirk Kuyt – who started 
superbly – patrolled the right wing well enough but, on the left, Maxi Rodríguez was neat but not 
penetrative.
When Benítez finally introduced the elusive fluidity personified by Alberto Aquilani's one- and two-
touch game along with Yossi Benayoun's improvisation and Ryan Babel's pace, it was far too late. 
Exhausted by an afternoon spent assiduously chasing, harrying, tracking back and passing the ball 
neatly in front of United's defence, their team-mates could not muster a second wind. When a chance 
arrived to equalise, Torres miskicked and Benayoun's header was wastefully weak.
With Michael Carrick proving less than inspired and Darren Fletcher primarily about spiky scrapping, 
yesterday represented a wasted opportunity for Liverpool. Who knows what might have happened had 
Aquilani started.
Admittedly Sir Alex Ferguson deployed Wayne Rooney alone up front but the England striker's game 
was augmented by two genuine wingers in Antonio Valencia and Nani as well as Park Ji-sung's late 
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darts from an advanced midfield position. Park had not done much before his winner but that 
opportunistic burst behind enemy lines was something his opposite number, Gerrard, failed to replicate.
Gerrard played significantly better than of late. Indeed, like Torres, he ran assiduously and intelligently 
off the ball, rarely wasting a pass. The problem was that once his initially bright colleagues retreated into 
their shells the England midfielder lacked the on-rushing infantry required to help him adequately 
bolster Torres.
Similarly Torres started well, connecting with Kuyt's fine counter-attacking cross and heading brilliantly 
beyond Edwin van der Sar but, thereafter, things gradually went downhill. Booked – yet again – the 
Spain striker's game was studded by flashes of petulance and, despite on occasions demonstrating his 
power to unnerve Nemanja Vidic, he appeared to lose heart after being clattered by the Serb late on.
Early on it seemed Benítez threatened to outwit Ferguson but, for Liverpool fans, this proved a chimera 
and from the moment Rooney equalised Liverpool's containment policy looked increasingly ill advised.
We all deceive ourselves in different ways and Liverpool's manager appears convinced he is more 
daring than he really is. Such resistance to tactical change calls to mind the small boy who defiantly 
places his hands over his eyes in the forlorn believe no one can see him any more.
At half-time a Chinese youth on an exchange visit to Manchester took part in a penalty taking 
competition. His attempt struck a post but, ignoring such narrow failure he whipped off a replica shirt 
and began bowing to all and sundry.
No one could blame the boy for a spot of self-delusion in front of 75,000 at Old Trafford but Benítez must 
realise that, for Liverpool now, hitting the post is not enough.
Should they finish fifth, sixth or – God forbid – seventh, investors may well vanish, the bank could get 
seriously heavy and selling Torres might suddenly become imperative. Like it or not Benítez must order 
his players to accelerate hard into every bend along the road ahead. There is no other option.


